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Artrain: A Unique Tool for Community

Arts Development

by Deborah Jahn

Over its fifteen year history, Artrain has been a
dynamic and effective tool for community arts de-
velopment and education. Artrain began in 1971 as
a novel method for delivering art to a wide audience,
many of them in communities without museum fa-
cilities, while at the same time involving a broad
spectrum of the community in the arts. The train,
with its on-board audio-visual introduction to art
and self-contained, climate controlled galleries, has
been able to bring quality art works from national
collections to any community with a railroad siding
and a willingness to organize volunteers. The
Artrain staff supplies materials and assistance in
structuring and carrying out the tasks necessary to
insure a successful Artrain visit—site preparation,
fund raising, promotion, etc. Artrain also provides
the host community with an art education program
complete with exhibition-related filmstrips and
handbooks for classroom teachers and volunteer
gallery guides.

Artrain has been tremendously successful in
stimulating arts involvement and education in the
communities it has visited. Nearly two million
people have come on board Artrain in over 230
communities located in 26 states. Many of the
visitors are first-time museum goers who may have
been intimidated at the prospect of visiting a big-city
museum but are intrigued by the idea of visiting a
train in their home town. Half of the visitors have
been school children who tour the train on field
trips. Local artists have come on board in each
community to do live demonstrations in the train’s
studio car along with Artrain’s two artists-in-
residence. And in each town the train has visited,
the many people who have worked to make the visit
possible—from the volunteers who bring in shrubs
to beautify the site to the business owner who pro-
vides a sound system for the preview party—all
come through the train to view the art and take

4 pride in their accomplishments.

Artist Suzan Pitt combined images from fine art, Walt Disney, and super-hero comic books in creating a mural for the outside

of Artrain.
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Many communities continue to reap the benefits
of Artrain’s visit long after the train has gone. A
great number of Michigan’s community arts coun-
cils grew out of the enthusiasm and organizational
know-how generated by an Artrain visit. Artrain has
also been the catalyst for artist-in-residence pro-
grams and annual arts festivals. Many train depots
have been renovated as a result of a visit by Artrain.
In some cities, the train has been used as an attrac-
tion to draw attention and crowds back to the heart
of the city as part of a downtown revitalization plan.

The 1986 tour is providing fourteen Michigan
communities and eight non-Michigan communities
with a special opportunity to publicize and promote
the arts. This year’s exhibition, “Signs of the Times:
Pop Art and Photo-Realism in America,” contains
paintings, prints and sculptures by Andy Warhol,
Jasper Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, and other well-
known artists of the ninteen-fifties, sixties and seven-
ties. But this year as much attention is going to the
outside of the train as to the inside. Artrain commis-
sioned twelve of New York City’s best “subway ar-
tists” to paint murals on the exterior of the train. The
dazzling designs have been a focus for media atten-

Detail from “Dreams,” one of the twelve murals covering the exterior of Artrain.

tion and have generated much excitement and re-
cord crowds in each community the train has
visited.

The 1987 tour promises to be a blockbuster as
well. In honor of the Michigan Sesquicentennial, the
train will spend its entire March to November sea-
son touring all sections of the state. Inside, the train
will feature highlights of the art and architecture
from Michigan’s own internationally acclaimed
Cranbrook Academy of Art. The outside will again
be painted with designs selected for the sesquicen-
tennial.

The application process for Artrain host com-
munities will begin in May, 1986, when preliminary
applications will be sent to arts and civic organiza-
tions throughout the state. Communities will be
selected on the basis of geographic distribution and
the ability of the host organization to involve a
broac cross-section of the community in a well-
organized visit. To receive more information on
Artrain or the Sesquicentennial tour, communities
should call Deborah Jahn, Director of Community
Relations, at (313) 871-2910 or write Artrain, 316

5 Fisher Building, Detroit, Michigan 48202.
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Artrain gets new look
Y mUEdffom’ Eﬁﬂ . ' ) o -« “Ithink it offers a uhique" FEI;‘S]ie cﬁvé on Amerlcanart i
sophy to justify the value in Artrain '86.Life is a that isn't available. There’s really no other collection like.
"risk...the exhibit will bé cortroversial, yet fascinating.” ~ this,” she gommentﬁd, while surrounded by a p‘ij‘,‘?tic“laﬂy
_+ - HER SON, Paul Silverman, 19, is excited as his parents huge canvas called Strawberry Tart Supreme.” "
' L According tc the exhibit notes, “food is often the sub- -

_ ¢of the current collection. : : , SECle e WO LIE € : (2900 18 oTLen ;
. # .‘The art on display is stuff you live with, It’s really ject gf thevtl‘?dlthI'lal vgmtaf painting, symbolizing the Ji
ellent art' and very precise work. I have a small art  transience of material things. ’ - o
‘¢ollection and I'm considering buying a small piece of \ S NI o
,+ayant-garde art. You buy art because you like it,” he em-. THE AUDREY FLACK original, done in 1974, uses re< )
‘sPhasized. He’s really been'impréssed with New York art-  flective surfaces and air-brushed technique of acrylicon  {
Vulcan’s train painting outside of “Aerosol Ecstasy”. canvas to’achlever a startling mouth-watering reality to
ere’s a real art to it. The letters are very intricate  the art. It’s sure to make both big and little kids hungry
it's amazing how he’s able to-get such depth with the :‘S they near the end of the usual 45 minute tour of the

.s,."‘ R  : B ,‘ T ] rain. . . - ‘.” . ’
de, besides the pop art focusing on'the manufac- In the last exhibition car, the Helen W. Milliken studio, -
d symbols and popular -images .of everyday life, ~ local artists and craftspeople will liave the chanee to join

r¢’s d large display of color transparency photographs  Artrain’s staff painter and ‘ceramicist in demonstrating

SonTnirivag b : FEPRER LTI their skills to visitors. . S
sculptures t;oo large to fit inside tﬁe gallfry. . Artrain’s Detroit appedrance was made possible in
o'gallery cars have a collection of paintings, prints, ~ part through the support of Hudson's, The- store group R
ngs.and sculptures by America’s best-known pop . annually contributes over $1 million to community-baged '

sts and photo-realists.on loan from major Amefican  arts organizations.and luman service programs in the 20 -
ich:as the Whitney and Museum of Modern - . communities which the stores serve, - SO
York and-the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Muse- - “The Artrain provides a unique mobile art experience,”
ngton,D.C.. '~ = . Sl says-Richard A. Cascio, Hudson’s Store Graup Vice Presi-
icluded iri ‘the exhibit are Roy Lichtenstein’s print  dent. “Hudson’s is pleased to sponsor the Artrain’s prima-
weot Dreams:Baby!" done in the style of ‘comic baok Iy ‘whistle stop’ in Detroit as it begins its 1986 tour'that
t, Robert Bechtle’s five-foot Mgh'Qil,paihﬁné"“ ‘61 Pon- will'run in Michigan from March through Aiigust."’ el

vhich resembles 'an over-sized family snapshot, - . o 0 EUEE L
Camphell’s Mushroom Soup Can,” another Wartiol - ARTRAIN RUMBLED on to Charlotte after the March ..

t. There are 40 more works of siich as Jasper Johns,  4-10 showing in Detroit and headed towards the northern -

' b .. lower peninsula. - o e

obert Rauschenberg and Chuck Close. .

L , o R Residents of the greater Detroit suburbs: will get-a - 3
ROSANNE SCHLUSSEL, a Birmingham fashion de- - chance to'view the pop art on'the train’s sweep backin ~ |
gner, glows when surrounded by the pop art works. - June with expected stops in Flint and Pontiac. =~~~ = .- 3
., "1 love'these things..it’s like visiting old friends, Part .  Artrain has visited more than 230 communities in 26 . /

the expérience is that you look at the world, but don’t - States, ranging from populations as small as 600 to as: /!
ally see it. Ca R : large as three million. Artrain was founded in 1971 by the - ;

“I.think it’s great (this exhibit). There iwill be people  Michigan Council for the Arts and has been administered.”

this train will reach that will never have seen anything by its own non-profit corporation since 1975. - ‘

like this in their lives. =~ =~ = : , : Funding for Artrain comes from public and private
. Linda Lyles Daniels of Southfield looks at Artrain from  grants, corporate and individual donations, fees from
another point of view, serving as Ameritech Publishing _communities visited, and sales of items on-board. Rajl-
Corp.’s representative for exploring the possibility of the ~ roads donate the gervices of engineers and crews to move = B
=ylToy firm being a corporate sponsor. o the train, and provide guidance in scheduling and repair. N
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 Artrain
Exhibit
Is a

- Surprise

To Some

By Susan Collins % - i
" LOWELL — Ten—year-old Brian
'.Cook had never been to an art mu-
t seum before and, being a “pretty
i good” artist himself, didn’t want to
" wait any longer than necessary
ywhen he heard the Artrain was
" ¢oming to town.

Although his class plans to tour .

the train Thursday, Brian rushed
over Saturddy afternoon with his
friend Jeremy Ciore shortly after
" the portable gallery opened its
_doors.

The boys were in for a surprise

~when they saw what artists of the
' "1950s, '60s and '70s considered to
be art.

An Andy Warhol print of a Camp-
bell's Soup can, a four-foot vinyl
light switch, and a sculpture of
.Mickey Mouse with movable ears
greeted visitors who strolled
. through' the exhibit. One of the
boys' favorite pieces was what
looked like a miniature bus made
of cardboard, complete with pas-
sengers.

“I didn’t think it would be so
much fun,” Jeremy said.

“I liked all of it,” Brian said.

Article from 1986 Artrain Tour

Grand Rapids Press, May 25,

1986

Grand Rapids, Michigan

Press photo by T J HAMILTON

Lake Odessa’s Shawn and (daughter) Nikko Hazel Lowell s Mary Ann Ayres visit the Artrain.

!

The boys were among hundreds ;*
‘of 52 paintings, drawings, prints

of people Saturday who toured the *
Artrain, a five-car train that has
been bringing art to small and
large towns throughout Michigan
and surrounding states for 15
years.

. The train will be open to visitors
today and Monday from noon to 8
p.m., and Tuesday through Thurs-
day from 5to 8 p.m.

This year s show — a collectlon

and sculptures — focuses on pop
art and photo-realism (the repro-
duction of photographs).

The train, which is funded by the

. ‘Michigan Council for the Arts as

well as by private and corporate
donations, visits approximately 25
communities a year between

March and November, displaying
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its exhibits at no charge

Lowell is the Artrain’s only Kent
County stop this year. From there 1(
will go to Mt. Clemens. - -

Alecia Maxey, the Artfams as-
sistant manager acynowledged
that this year's show,0f contempo:
rary art has raisedmore than a few
eyebrows, but said that in general|
it has been popular among the peo-
ple who have toured it. 4












